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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

Sheridan Japanese School to Voluntarily Close at End of School Year  

 

February 23, 2021 

 

Leadership of the Sheridan Japanese School has decided to voluntarily close the school at the 

end of the 2020-2021 school year, citing low enrollment and inadequate long-term financial 

stability. The decision was made at the February 22 meeting of the board with three board 

members voting in favor of closing at the end of the school year and one board member opposed.   

 

This year, the school has served around 72 students, down from the maximum enrollment of 88 

students, and does not have enough cash reserves to ensure they could continue to operate 

throughout the entire 2021-22 school year. Multiple board members cited concerns about closing 

mid-year, and the negative impact this would have on students, families, and staff, as a primary 

reason for taking action at this time.  

 

In a statement read to the board, Director Jen Schulze stated making a decision to close now 

meant, “I can make my focus for the remainder of this year two-fold: Working with students, 

families and staff to find their next best school AND working with the Sheridan School District 

to explore the possibility of enveloping our program.” Schulze says she plans to propose to the 

Sheridan District that they incorporate some of the Sheridan Japanese School teachers and 

program elements into a Language and Culture Pathway.   

 

Kristen Miles, Charter representative for the Oregon School Boards Association, joined the 

board meeting and made a recommendation for closure after conducting an in-depth third-party 

audit of the financial and organizational structure of the school.  

 

The Sheridan Japanese School was founded in 1994 and has provided an education focused on 

language and culture to students and families in Sheridan and the surrounding area for 26 years.  

 


